
    Thank you for joining us
in demanding one of the world’s largest retirement funds
divest from Israel’s occupation of Palestine.

ACTION GUIDE FOR ENDORSING ORGANIZATIONS
ON THE TIAA-CREF DIVESTMENT CAMPAIGN



We’ve Endorsed. What’s Next? Four easy ways to take action! 

1. Learn about the campaign

2. Spread the word

3. Get connected 

4. Take part in the action--online or in your 
community

Your endorsement is critical to the success of the campaign. We’re 
so glad you’ve joined up. Now that you have, there are lots of 
simple ways you can put your endorsement into action: 

Get Connected. 
• Meet other activists from all over the country on the 

organizers conference call
• Connect with other signers and endorsers in your community
• Find out where TIAA-CREF investors are in your community
• Locate local TIAA-CREF offices

Take Action! 
Join groups in nearly every state in the US in an effort to gather 
TIAA-CREF participant signatures between now and the CREF 
July Shareholder meeting.  Each month you’ll have 
opportunities to:

• Host local events with resources, training, and tools provided
• Connect, share ideas and build strategy with other activist 

groups working on the campaign
• Participate in online outreach drives

Spread the word: Announce your endorsement. 
Let your networks know you’ve endorsed the campaign with a 
quick email encouraging them to do the same. 

Ask individuals in your organization to get involved in the 
campaign. 

You’ll find a sample announcement and talking points in this 

toolkit.

2. 

3. 
Learn about the campaign and the global BDS movement
Review the campaign basics and refine your talking points so 
you’re ready to connect with folks and spread the word. 1. 4. 
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What do we want?  TIAA-CREF is one of the largest financial services companies in the United States, considered to be one of  the 
largest retirement systems in the world. We want TIAA-CREF to stop investing in companies that profit from the Israeli occupation. 

Who are we? We are TIAA-CREF investors from universities, non-profits, public schools, hospitals, and the arts who do not want to 
fund our retirements with the profits from Palestinian suffering and death. We are university students who want to stand up against 
injustice. We are local activists who want to educate our communities about the companies making money off the occupation. We are 
Israelis and Palestinians struggling for a just peace. We are Jews, Muslims, Christians, and other people of conscience, who uphold our 
deepest values and proudest traditions by standing in solidarity with Palestinians and Israelis who are engaged in nonviolent resistance to 
the occupation in the form of Boycotts, Divestment, and Sanctions. We invite you to join us in this historic campaign. 

Why divestment?  The tactics of boycott, divestment, and sanctions are a nonviolent expression of resistance, which everyday folks 
across the world can take up.  History from South Africa to Montgomery has proved it to have  enormous economic power as a force for 
change. We view the global movement for Boycott, Divestment, and Sanctions as the most promising avenue toward a just peace in Israel 
and Palestine.  

Why TIAA-CREF?  

1. TIAA-CREF is big, one of the biggest funds of its kind in the world.  If we help them change 
their policies, this will have a substantial impact on the Occupation.

2. TIAA-CREF is near you. With 60 offices in the US and 15,000 client institutions in the 
academic, research, medical, cultural and nonprofit fields, chances are that wherever you may 
be in the country, you will find a network of TIAA-CREF participants close to you.

3. TIAA-CREF cares about socially responsible investment.  In 2009, TIAA-CREF divested from 
companies involved in Darfur. However, it continues to invest in companies that reap profits 
from the ongoing Israeli occupation of Palestinian land and violations of  Palestinian rights. 
Until it divests,  TIAA-CREF violates its own ethical principles and is complicit in Israel’s 
breaches of international law and violations of human rights. Join us in giving TIAA-CREF the 
opportunity to live up to its motto: TIAA-CREF, Financial Services for the Greater Good. 

Quick Campaign Q & A  
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Quick Campaign Q & A  
Our petition highlights five companies 
as examples. TIAA-CREF is invested in 
other companies that profit from the 
occupation. Here are the five we 
included in our petition: 

NORTHROP GRUMMAN profits from the 
production of parts for the Apache 
helicopters and F-16 aircrafts used by Israel 
against civilians in Gaza during Israel’s 
2008-09 assault.

CATERPILLAR profits from the destruction 
of Palestinian homes and the uprooting of 
Palestinian orchards by supplying the 
armor-plated and weaponized bulldozers 
that are used for such demolition work. 
 
VEOLIA profits from the construction and 
expansion of illegal Jewish-only 
settlements by operating a landfill in the 
West Bank, exploiting Palestinian natural 
resources to serve the settlements, and by 
contracting for the future operation of an 
illegal light rail system connecting these 
settlements with Jerusalem.  

ELBIT profits from the confiscation of 
Palestinian land by providing surveillance 
equipment that is mounted on the 
Separation Wall, which was declared 
unlawful by the International Court of 
Justice. 
 
MOTOROLA profits from Israel’s control of 
the Palestinian population by providing 
surveillance systems around Israeli 
settlements, checkpoints, and military 
camps in the West Bank, as well as 
communication systems to the Israeli army 
and West Bank settlers. 

Who can endorse the petition to TIAA-CREF? 
You can. The petition is open to all people -- Jews, Christians, Muslims, all people 
of conscience -- whether they have money invested with TIAA-CREF or not.  We 
are asking people who have 
investments with TIAA-CREF to make 
sure to let us know. The company will 
be especially interested in knowing how 
many of their clients oppose the Israeli 
occupation.

How can I endorse the petition to 
TIAA-CREF? 
You can endorse the petition online 
here: http://www.jvp.org/campaigns/
tiaa-cref-divest-occupation. 

What is this petition NOT about? 
• It is NOT about divestment from TIAA-CREF. We are asking TIAA-CREF itself 

to divest from companies that profit from the Israeli occupation. 
• It is NOT about divesting from companies that do business in Israel or with the 

Israeli government. 

“Boycott is not a dogma; it is a 
tactic. The reason the BDS strategy 
should be tried against Israel is 
practical: in a country so small and 
trade- dependent, it could actually 
work.” 

   -- Naomi Klein

“To those who wrongly accuse you 
of unfairness or harm done to them 
by this call for divestment, I suggest, 
with humility, that the harm suffered 
from being confronted with opinions 
that challenge one's own pales in 
comparison to the harm done by 
living a life under occupation and 
daily denial of basic rights and 
dignity.” 

--Archbishop Desmond  Tutu
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Announcing your endorsement to your networks JOIN US
Sample Email Announcement 

Dear Networks-

We are excited to let you know that we have recently endorsed a divestment campaign targeting one of the world’s largest retirement funds, TIAA-
CREF. This campaign is demanding that TIAA-CREF stop investing in companies that profit from the Israeli occupation of Palestine. Learn more 
about the campaign at www.wedivest.org.

We are proud to join this historic campaign, initiated by Jewish Voice for Peace, and endorsed by over 20 other organizations including the US 
Campaign to End the Occupation, Friends of Sabeel North America, US Palestinian Communities Network, Palestinian Boycott National 
Committee, and dozens of local BDS and anti-occupation workgroups from all over the US. 

As our allies and friends, we invite you to join up as well. Whether you have TIAA-CREF or not, your voice and efforts could be critical in winning 
this campaign and therefore advancing us on the path toward justice in Israel/Palestine. 

You can support the campaign by:

1. Endorsing the petition online: http://www.jvp.org/campaigns/tiaa-cref-divest-occupation 

The petition is open to all people -- Jews, Christians, Muslims, all  people of conscience -- whether they have money invested with TIAA-CREF or 
not. The company will be especially interested in knowing how many of their clients oppose the Israeli occupation. 

2. Tell-a- Friend: Let your neighbors, colleagues and friends know about the campaign. 

TIAA-CREF holds the retirement investments of many professors, teachers, doctors, nurses, union workers, and nonprofit workers. If you know 
anyone in these areas (who doesn't?), there is a great likelihood that you may know someone that has money invested in TIAA-CREF. We need 
your help to locate them, to raise their awareness, and to have them sign the TIAA-CREF divestment petition.

We are excited to be an endorser of this campaign to demand that TIAA-CREF divest from the Israeli occupation of Palestine. We hope you will 
endorse the petition and help spread the word. 

Best,
xxxx

Spread the word! 
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  Five ways to meet the people who
 will power your campaign

Get Connected. 

Find out the location of the closest 
TIAA-CREF office. 

Keep in mind that this campaign is not about 
attacking TIAA-CREF. It’s a civic-minded and 
mostly not-for-profit company, not the enemy. 
In fact, in support of the people of Darfur, it 
has already divested from companies doing 
business with Sudan. We are interested in 
educating TIAA-CREF so that it reaches the 
right decision, in line with its stated values. 

As shown on the map above, TIAA-CREF is 
headquartered in New York City and has 
major offices in Denver, Colorado; Charlotte, 
North Carolina; and Dallas, Texas; as well as 
60 local offices throughout the United States. 
Chances are, there is one near you. This 
proximity will be useful for pulling off actions 
or building relationships with the local officials 
in the office nearest you.

Connect with other activists online. 
Join our password-protected online community! 

• Access dozens of resources (flyers, toolkits, 
educational curricula, petition sheets, etc)

• Stay up-to-date with the campaign calendar
• Share ideas, build strategy, and troubleshoot 

difficulties with other activists on the campaign

Email alissa to join: alissa@jvp.org 

Find out where TIAA-CREF Investors are. 

To access a list of organizations that use TIAA-CREF in 
your community, contact Stefanie at stefanie@jvp.org. 

Once you have the list, devote a meeting of your group or 
coalition to brainstorming your connections with the local 
networks of TIAA-CREF investors in your community. 

Once you know which organizations carry TCREF you can 
brainstorm how best to connect with the employees there. 

Attend the introductory conference call. 
Mark your calendar: 

3rd Thursday of every month
5pm PST/8pm EST

• Meet other endorsing individuals and organizations, find 
out how to take your involvement to the next level. 

1. 

2. 

3. 
!

5. 

Connect with other signers. 
Find out who else in your community has joined 
the campaign by signing the petition. Once you’re 
on the organizing community online, you can use 
our searchable database of signers to do just that

4. 
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JOIN US Participating in the national signature drive campaignTake Action

The National Signature Drive is a campaign to maximize the number of participant signatures on the campaign by sparking and supporting 
grassroots action. From now until the July CREF Shareholder meeting we will be highlighting different ways for you to bring the campaign to 
life. Participate in all, some, or just one of the events!  Each month we will: release educational materials on the theme of the month for groups 
to use in pulling off local events; provide opportunities for online community building between organizers; and host a call for organizers. 

Theme of the 
Month

Materials 
Released

National 
Campaign 
Events

Other Local 
Events 

March BDS Basics Campaign 101 flyers 
and posters, 
Updated Intro Teach-
In Toolkit

JVP National 
Membership Meeting 
in Philadelphia

Israeli Apartheid 
Week on campuses

International BDS 
Day of Action

April Right to Education Toolkit and materials 
focused on campaign 
connections to the 
Palestinian Right to 
Education Campaign

Student Right to 
Education Tour in 
many cities

Coffee hours, train-
the-trainers and other 
events focusing on 
the role educators 
can play in the 
campaign

May Right to Healthcare Webinar on Nakba 
commemoration and 
education ideas 

Day of Action 
Commemorating the 
Nakba

Coffee hours, train-
the-trainers and other 
events focusing on 
the role health care 
providers can play in 
the campaign

June Occupation (and 
who’s profiting from 
it) 

Updated materials 
and ideas for actions 
on each of the target 
companies

Anniversary of the 
Occupation

Days of Action 
targeting Elbit, Veolia, 
and Caterpillar

July CREF Shareholder 
Meeting 

Action materials CREF Shareholder 
meeting in NYC

Solidarity events 
throughout the US

 
Check out the 
calendar of events for the 
national signature drive! 

Join others across the 
country in five months of 
action-packed, 
movement-building on 
the campaign. 

With your help, when we 
attend the CREF 
shareholder meeting this 
July, we’ll have thousands 
of new signatures and lots 
of grassroots energy. 
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